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seclusion, and only a few of his subjects are privileged
to see him* He never leaves his palace grounds, but all
state matters are transacted within the Forbidden City.

As usual, I was, of course, soon disillusioned* The
life led by the sovereign is not exclusive, although it cannot
be so democratic as that of the nobility. The King and
his consort, as well as the other members of the royal family
often appear in public, so much so that perhaps few of
his subjects can say that they have never seen their
sovereign. It is true that he cannot be so free and easy
as a peer and walk about the streets or ride in the ordinary
vehicles unattended; nevertheless, despite his exalted
office, the King does frequently come into close contact
with a considerable section of his loyal subjects*

Such appearances of the King in public are always
. appreciated by his people, for the latter genuinely desire
to see as much as they can of the actual person of their
sovereign* This explains why the roads and thorough-
fares are always so very crowded, when it becomes known
that the King and Queen are about to pass through them
on their way to open an exhibition or visit a hospital.
Nor is this desire a mere idle curiosity, for the cheers
and shouts that ascend the skies from the thousands and
tens of thousands of lusty throats, as the royal carriage
passes within a few feet of them, testify to the heartiness of
their welcome and the depth of their affection.

Moreover, the Prince of Wales and his brothers are
educated at the same schools as the other boys of their own
age. The people admire them and love them, for the latter
know how to behave themselves like men. " Like father,
like son/' and so " Gentlemen, the Kins 1" is more than a